
Welcome 
St Peter’s Walsall

DAILY PRAYER 

Get a booklet if you haven’t got one already. 

How’s it going? Praying it? Getting used to it? 

COMMUNITY GROUPS are really important – support encouragement help love – get in a community group – talk it through – come back with 
questions. Encourage each other in it .  



My dear Lord Jesus, I come to you now to be restored in 

you – to renew my place in you, my allegiance to you, and 

to receive from you all the grace and mercy I so desperately 

need this day. I honour you as my sovereign Lord, and I 

surrender every aspect of my life totally and completely to 

you. I give you my body as a living sacrifice; I give you my 

heart, soul, mind and strength; and I give you my spirit as 

well. I cover myself with your blood 1 John 1:9 - my spirit, 

my soul and my body. And I ask your Holy Spirit to restore 

my union with you, seal me in you, and guide me in this 

time of prayer.

DAILY PRAYER 

Get a booklet if you haven’t got one already 

Start – surrender, return. A relief!

Dear God, holy and victorious Trinity, you alone are 

worthy of all my worship, my heart's devotion, all my 

praise and all my trust and all the glory of my life.  

I worship you, bow to you and give myself over to you in 

my heart's search for life. You alone are Life, and you have 

become my life. I renounce all other gods, all idols, and I 

give you the place in my heart and in my life that you truly 

deserve. I confess here and now that it is all about you, 

God, and not about me. You are the Hero of this story, and 

I belong to you. Forgive me, God, for my every sin. Expose 

any agreements I have made. Search me and know me and 

reveal to me any aspect of my life that is not pleasing to 

you, and grant me the grace of a deep and true repentance.

Dear God, holy and victorious Trinity, you alone are worthy of all my worship, my heart's devotion, all my praise and all my trust and all the glory of my 
life.  
I worship you, bow to you and give myself over to you in my heart's search for life. You alone are Life, and you have become my life.



Dear God, holy and victorious Trinity, you alone are 

worthy of all my worship, my heart's devotion, all my 

praise and all my trust and all the glory of my life.  

I worship you, bow to you and give myself over to you in 

my heart's search for life. You alone are Life, and you have 

become my life. I renounce all other gods, all idols, and I 

give you the place in my heart and in my life that you truly 

deserve. I confess here and now that it is all about you, 

God, and not about me. You are the Hero of this story, and 

I belong to you. Forgive me, God, for my every sin. Expose 

any agreements I have made. Search me and know me and 

reveal to me any aspect of my life that is not pleasing to 

you, and grant me the grace of a deep and true repentance.

DAILY PRAYER 

Get a booklet if you haven’t got one already.

There is but one living and true God, 

everlasting, without body, parts, or passions; 

of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness;  

the Maker, and Preserver of all things  

both visible and invisible. 

 And in unity of this Godhead 

there be three Persons, 

of one substance, power, and eternity; 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

1.  OF FAITH IN THE HOLY TRINITY
Thirty-nine Articles, Book of Common Prayer

Thirty-nine articles (1562) – I. OF FAITH IN THE HOLY TRINITY 
There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body, parts, or passions; of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness;  
the Maker, and Preserver of all things both visible and invisible. 
And in unity of this Godhead there be three Persons, of one substance, power, and eternity; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

Hard to comprehend? Complicated? Well, yes. Lots of attempts to explain it - like this…  

▶   Celtic knot work…  Threeness and interlocking oneness 

One God – Monotheism  (Like Judaism and Islam) 

Three persons – Still Monotheism (Unlike Judaism and Islam) 



Just because it is complex or difficult doesn’t mean it’s not true. 
Me not understanding doesn’t mean it’s not right. 

Quantum Mechanics or Theories of Relativity are difficult to grasp for ,most of us – but the difficulty doesn’t mean they’re untrue. 

1. It’s God who created us. We’re the created ones here. My dog seems baffled and confused by a lot of what I do – that’s to be expected. So why 
shouldn’t the truth about God be beyond what we can easily comprehend? 

2. What God can created is complex – we struggle to understand life, the universe else and everything.  
 So Why shouldn’t the truth about God be complex – or even more complex – than what’s created. 

3. The fact that it is so complicated actually suggests it’s not made up / fairy tales. It would be hard to make this stuff up. 

Think of a Map… It looks complicated. It’s difficult to understand. But it’s a representation to give us an indication of what the land looks like. 

Maps come from close study of the lay of the land, experience from walking and knowing the land. 
And, once worked out, it helps others find their way around the terrain, 

I was   here !

Here’s a map – I needed this when I was on holiday – I wanted to walk in the Cuillins on the Isle of Skye. To find my way around I needed this map. 

▶ The best thing I did was walk up a Mountain called Bruach na Frithe. This is where I ended up. With my dog.  

It’s quite helpful to have a big arrow to show where you are, isn’t it? 

AGAIN: Just because this map looks like it’s complicated and difficult at first glance doesn’t mean it’s not true and doesn’t mean its not important or 
helpful; actually it helps you get to some wonderful beautiful places.  

It’s the same with the Trinity. We may not understand it at first glance - but it’s come about from people exploring what God looks like, and setting down 
what they’re learned for others to come and us.  

There is no doctrine of the Trinity explicitly set out as such in the Bible – but as we walk round and explore and set down what’s revealed there, a map, 
an understanding, emerges. 

This complicated idea of one God, three persons, is actually a kind of map which has emerged as people have walked around and tried to describe God 
based on life evidence. 



Proverbs 2:20-23 
20 Wisdom cries aloud in the street, 
in the markets she raises her voice; 
21 at the head of the noisy streets she cries out; 
at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: 
22 “How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? 
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing 
and fools hate knowledge? 
23 If you turn at my reproof, 
behold, I will pour out my spirit to you; 
I will make my words known to you.

OLD TESTAMENT – Wisdom, Word, Spirit

OT – Wisdom, Word, Spirit   as “a pattern of divine activity” 

Wisdom 

Often personified – as female – having an existence apart from, while also dependent upon, God; active in creation 

Books of Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes especially. 

This passage is from Proverbs. 

Isaiah 55:10-11 
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my Word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

OLD TESTAMENT – Wisdom, Word, Spirit

OT – Wisdom, Word, Spirit   as “a pattern of divine activity” 

WORD 

God’s word active and purposeful in heaven and on earth 



Isaiah 41:1-3 
1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my Spirit upon him; 
he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed he will not break, 
and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
till he has established justice in the earth; 
and the coastlands wait for his law. 

OLD TESTAMENT – Wisdom, Word, Spirit

 

OT – Wisdom, Word, Spirit   as “a pattern of divine activity” 

Spirit 

Mentioned at creation hovering over the voice 
Coming on certain people 
Coming from God  

“Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and 
whatever blasphemies they utter…”  Mark 3:28 
“You have heard that it was said to those of old, You shall not murder; 
and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; 
whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 
says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.” Matt 5:21 
41 “The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, 
and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.”  Matt 12:41

NEW TESTAMENT – JESUS

NEW TESTAMENT – JESUS 

Jesus shows up.  
He doesn’t go round claiming to be God in a “Behold!! I am God among you!!!” kind of way. 

(David Icke – anyone remember him? – claimed to be the son of God, and was (and still is) ridiculed.) 

Jesus doesn’t walk round claiming to be God – but he does speak and act in ways which strongly suggest he is. 

In the OT it was “Thus says the Lord” – with Jesus it’s “I say to you”: 
“Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utter…”  Mark 3:28 

In the OT the law came from God – but Jesus seems to intensify it: 
“You have heard that it was said to those of old, You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with 
his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.” Matt 5:21 

He Made indirect claims about himself which strongly suggested something unusual 



Mark 2:3-12 
3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4 
And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they 
removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, 
they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 5 And when Jesus 
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 
6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their 
hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 And immediately Jesus, 
perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, 
said to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts? 9 
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to 
say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know 
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said 
to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go 
home.” 12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went 
out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, 
saying, “We never saw anything like this!”

NEW TESTAMENT – JESUS

NEW TESTAMENT – JESUS 

A paralysed man was brought by his friends to Jesus – crowds meant they couldn’t meet him directly – so they lowered him through the roof 

Jesus’ first response to the man was “Son, your sins are forgiven”  

That set off the religious officials. They knew that only God could forgive. And they started judging what Jesus was saying: 

Mark 2:3-12 
3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4 
And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they 
removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, 
they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 5 And when Jesus 
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 
6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their 
hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 And immediately Jesus, 
perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, 
said to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts? 9 
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to 
say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know 
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said 
to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go 
home.” 12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went 
out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, 
saying, “We never saw anything like this!”

NEW TESTAMENT – JESUS

NEW TESTAMENT – JESUS 

That set off the religious officials. They knew that only God could forgive. nd they started judging what Jesus was saying: 

“Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 

In other words, Jesus had claimed he could do what God alone should do.  

The scribes knew it, and Jesus knew it too. But his response was a kind of double whammy. 



Mark 2:3-12 
3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4 
And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they 
removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, 
they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 5 And when Jesus 
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 
6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their 
hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 And immediately Jesus, 
perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, 
said to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts? 9 
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to 
say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know 
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said 
to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go 
home.” 12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went 
out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, 
saying, “We never saw anything like this!”

NEW TESTAMENT – JESUS

NEW TESTAMENT – JESUS 

Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” 12 And he rose and 
immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 

Jesus doesn’t contradict the scribes thinking; neither does he say “I’m not God” and give some other way of forgiving the sins. 

Instead, having already declared the man’s sins forgiven, he heals him as well. 

“So that you know the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…” 

Unlike David Icke, Jesus didn’t just say things to suggest his divinity, he did them as well. His words and actions matched up in a very attractive and 
compelling way 

 Another thing Jesus did was to talk about God in a unusual and distinct way:

John 14 
10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works 
themselves.

 

NEW TESTAMENT – JESUS, FATHER

 Another thing Jesus did was to talk about God in a unusual and distinct way: 

Jesus referred to God as ‘Father’. This wan’t unique, but it was unusual. 

He didn’t say “I am the Father!!”, but he did talk about him and his closeness to him: 

John 14:10ff 
10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 

The Father is clearly distinct from Jesus – but Jesus is in him, and he is in Jesus. 

Remember the map – there’s a map starting to build, starting to suggest a 3-in-1, 1-in-3 God. 

We have the Father and Son closely linked – what about the Spirit? 



John 14 
16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be 
with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for 
he dwells with you and will be in you.

 

NEW TESTAMENT – JESUS, FATHER, SPIRIT

We have the Father and Son closely linked – what about the Spirit? 

He gets a mention here too, a few verses later, in John 14:16-18 

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

Helper – Spirit of truth – as mentioned the OT, and now by Jesus too.  

There’s Jesus, there’s the Father, and they’re linked; now there’s the promise of the Spirit too. 

And that’s what happened. 

Jesus died on the cross – but was vindicated in his divine hints and suggestions about himself when he was raised from the dead, perhaps the 
biggest miracle of all, at least in worldly terms.  

Jesus ascended – went back to the heavenly realm – but then, at the first Pentetcost, the Spirit was given too them very powerfully. So happily and 

Acts 2 
15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the 
third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was uttered through the 
prophet Joel: 
17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams; 
18 even on my male servants and female servants 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT – JESUS, FATHER, SPIRIT

Peter said these words, taking up the prophecies and promises of the Old Testament: 

God says “I will pour out my Spirit” x2 

They experienced the Spirit as something divine – from God, and of God – and yet also separate to God the Father and Jesus, who were also God.  

So the map is shaping up! 
Here is the map! 
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The map of God that emerges from the Bible and the experience of Christians is this Trinity - always one divine unity, but also always three distinctive 
parts. 

The Father loves the Son, and the Son loves the Father 
The Father loves the Spirit and the Spirit loves the Father 
The Son loves the Spirit and the Spirit loves the Son. 

This is, it seems, what God is really like. Always has been, always will. One God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

This all took a long time – a few centuries in fact – for the church to work out – you can read up and think through all the scriptural evidence and how 
the church worked it through for yourself. There were some battles along the way, but eventually the church settled on the map of God – and it showed 
what we call the trinity 

It’s hard to explain and understand because it is so difficult and beyond our normal everyday view of the world.  
But it is what emerges when we look at the picture painted of God in the Bible and in Christian experience.  

Now – A Question.  
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1. God is Love 

From all eternity, God is love. 

God has never been lonely, or in need of someone to love him. 

How can we say that? Because he’s a community of three persons who love, love, love each other. 
They’re loving each other non-stop, delighting in each other, enjoying each other, looking out for each other,  
praising each other, deferring to each other, endlessly, joyfully. eternally. 

“Dancing around together” as some like to put it.  

God can be love because God is community. Remember – Community Groups are important! And it’s God himself who shows us that 

Love and joy are at the heart of life the universe and everything. 

But it doesn’t stop there. God is love – and we’re involved! We have a place on the map:
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We become part of this amazing dance of love and joy which is God. 
We are the body of Christ.  
“I have been crucified with Christ – it’s no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me, and the life I now live I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved name and gave himself for me.” Gal 2,20 

And there are two big ways the Bible describes our place. They’re huge:  

1 – Adoption – because of Jesus, we are sons and daughters of God, and we know it through his Spirit living in us 
2 – Marriage – we became “the bride of Christ”. A man and a woman become one flesh when they’re married, and the Bible says that’s a sign of how 
we’re linked to Jesus – marriage is meant to remind us in a small way of how lovingly and beautifully we’re meant to be one with Jesus, and his family, 
the Trinity.  

SO:  GOD IS LOVE, and WE”RE PART OF HIS LOVING FAMILY 

IN 
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SO:  GOD IS LOVE, and 2. WE”RE PART OF HIS LOVING FAMILY 

Nicky Gumbel, Bible in One Year, 10/9/16 

“Sophie is an only child. Her mother had fourteen miscarriages before she was born. 
Her parents adore her. She adores her parents. Sophie is now in her twenties, and still loves to spend as much time as possible with her parents. 

“She told me that when she was at school she and her fellow pupils were asked whether they thought their parents loved them more than they loved 
each other. 

“Most of them replied that they thought that was the case. However, Sophie replied that she thought her parents loved each other far more, but that it 
was this very bond of love that made her feel so secure and so loved. 

“At the heart of the Christian faith is a relationship with God through Jesus Christ. To be a Christian is to know and love Christ.” 

Family is a really big issue in our world. Many of us miss out on a secure and loving family, which is tragic because we’re meant to be brought up in the 
strength and security of love.  
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3. We’re always close to God, connected to him, able to know and feel he is with us and near us. 
The Spirit connects us, fills us, gives us a sense of that love. 
The Spirit always keeps in touch with the Father and the Son,  

This is one big fear in relationships – isolation, rejection, loneliness. 
Because of the Trinity we are always linked to God - his Spirit is in our hearts 
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4. We’re still free to be ourselves too. 

That’s another fear in relationships isn’t it – the fear of being controlled or smoothed. not allowed to be ourselves. 

We’re made in the image of God remember – and God is Trinity – he is totally connected, completely indivisible, can’t be separated – and yet they are 
also totally distinctive too - not isolated and not smothered by each other. 

But the Trinity shows how in God we’re both totally immersed in God and his love and yet still free to be our distinctive selves. 

We won’t be immersed into him indistinctively, or dissolved and merged into him invisibly like salt into water. We’ll always be ourselves. 
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5. WE”RE ALL VALUED EQUALLY 

Some people think hierarchy is always wrong – where someone is “over” someone else, with more control. 

And in human existence it can become a real issue – lording it over people in work or in marriages, for example. And some people think certain jobs or 
roles make you more significant 

But in the Trinity, God the Father is over the others, but still submissive and equal to them.  
They have different and similar roles – it’s a good hierarchy. 

We are all the same and we are all different. But no matter what our role or position, we’re every bit as valued.We’re all valued equally. 

So we’ve asked the question “So what?” and got a few big answers: 

1.GOD IS LOVE 
2.WE’RE IN HIS FAMILY. like sons and daughters, like a bride to a groom 
3.WE’LL ALWAYS BE CLOSE TO GOD, SECURE, LOVE, NEVER ISOLATED 

I was   here !

But now we have our map. It’s complicated, confusing, but we have it, and it looks interesting 

HOWEVER: The whole point of a map isn’t the map – it’s where it helps to get us  – we need to find the place it shows, and experience it for 
ourselves.  

To get to that mountain top, we had to follow the map carefully. It wasn’t understanding the map that made our day, though – it was getting to one of 
the most glorious place on earth and seeing it, experiencing it for real 

Now at this point I wish I could whisk you all away to the Isle of Skye, and see the stunning view, feel the breeze and the warmth of the sun, and enjoy 
the moment as we did. 

I have got some pictures… 
Not a patch on the real thing… 
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The map can help, pictures and illustrations too – but they’re no substitute for experiencing the real thing.  

Perhaps the best thing about the Trinity is that He starts and ends in love. It’s eternal. It’s meant to cover everything.  

Jesus has won us our place back in the love of God – and now we can start experiencing it ourselves, knowing it’s to go on for ever. 

The Trinity starts and ends in love – and so do we 
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Perhaps the best thing about the Trinity is that He starts and ends in love. It’s eternal. It’s meant to cover everything.  

Jesus has won us our place back in the love of God – and now we can start experiencing it ourselves, knowing it’s to go on for ever. 

The Trinity starts and ends in love – and so do we 

PRAYER 

Dear God, holy and victorious � 2 Trinity, you alone are worthy of all my � 3 worship, my heart's devotion, all my praise and all my trust and all the 
glory of my life. I worship you, bow to you and give myself over to you in my heart's search for life. You alone are Life, and you have become my life.  

Lord, take us up now into the place your grace gives us  
part of the family 
always close 
and free to be one 
valued equally 


